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Who funds legal aid in BC?

Funding for legal aid in British Columbia is a complex issue as funding levels change over 
time and funding comes from a variety of sources. Below you will find a basic summary of 
current legal aid funding:

	 •	� Approximately 90% of funding for LSS comes directly from the provincial 
government of British Columbia;

	 •	� The federal government of Canada reimburses the province for legal aid costs related 
to immigration and federal prosecutions;

	 •	� The federal government of Canada provides funding for civil legal aid through the 
Canada Social Transfer that is used for various programs throughout the province;

	 •	� The Law Foundation of British Columbia provides funding for LSS and other legal 
information, education and advisory services.

	 •	� The Notary Foundation of British Columbia provides funding for LSS and other legal 
information and education services.
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Research from 
British Columbia

88% of BC residents 
report that they 
support legal aid 
services.

43% of BC residents 
think that legal aid 
is not adequately 
funded.

71% of BC residents 
agree that 
governments should 
give funding for 
legal aid the same 
priority as they 
give to funding for 
other social services 
such as health care, 
education, welfare 
and child protection.

97% of BC residents 
agree that everyone 
should have the 
right to access the 
justice system.

Source: Legal Services Society 
2010 Public Opinion Poll

What have we learned about 
delivering legal aid?

Research on legal aid initiatives in Canada, the UK, and 
Australia has helped us understand how people experience 
legal problems and the best way to deal with them. 
This has resulted in development of a “client centred” 
approach, which means that a person’s legal problem is 
not dealt with in isolation from other problems.

Here are the key findings from research on legal aid:

	 •	� Individuals who are vulnerable, marginalized, 
or socially excluded tend to experience a greater 
incidence of legal problems.

	 •	� Legal problems often appear in clusters and a 
high proportion of people often suffer from 
multiple legal problems.

	 •	�� A cascade effect can often happen where one legal 
problem may trigger other problems.

	 •	� Legal problems can have a serious impact on an 
individual’s health and welfare.

	 •	� Providing legal aid services at an early stage can 
often result in costs savings later.
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Where do we go from here?

The Public Commission on Legal Aid wants to hear from you about how to improve legal aid 
services in BC. This guide book gives you some basic background information that we hope 
will be helpful. However, the focus of the Public Commission is about how to improve the 
legal aid system for the benefit of all British Columbians. Here are some questions we invite 
you to consider: 

	 •	 In what circumstances should legal aid be provided in BC?

	 •	 For what legal issues should legal aid be provided in BC?

	 •	 How should legal aid in BC be funded?

	 •	 What should be the priorities of the legal aid system in BC?
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How to contact us
Here’s how you can contact the Public Commission on Legal Aid:

Mail

Attention: Public Commission on Legal Aid

10th Floor, 845 Cambie Street

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5T3

Telephone

604.687.3404 

Toll Free in BC: 1.888.687.3404

Fax

604.669.9601 

Toll Free in BC: 1.877.669.9601

E-mail

legalaid@publiccommission.org

Our website

www.publiccommission.org
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Resources

There is a wealth of information and resources available about legal aid in BC. Here is partial 
list of publications that you can find online:

Canadian Bar Association. Moving Forward on Legal Aid. Ottawa: Canadian Bar 
Association, 2010. http://www.cba.org/CBA/Advocacy/legalAid. 

Canadian Bar Association. The Right to Publicly-Funded Legal Representation in Canada: 
Making the Case. Ottawa: Canadian Bar Association, 2000. http://www.cba.org/CBA/
pdf/2002-02-15_case.pdf 

Currie, A. The Unmet Need for Criminal Legal Aid: A Summary of Research Results. 
Ottawa: Department of Justice Canada, 2003. http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/pi/rs/rep-
rap/2003/rr03_la9-rr03_aj9/rr03_la9.pdf. 

Legal Problems Faced in Everyday Lives of British Columbians. Vancouver: Legal Services 
Society, 2008. http://www.legalaid.bc.ca/assets/aboutUs/reports/legalAid/IPSOS_Reid_
Poll_Dec08.pdf.

Long, A. and Beveridge, A. Lessons learned from delivering poverty law services in BC and 
abroad. Vancouver: SPARC BC, 2004. http://www.sparc.bc.ca/resources-and-publications/
doc/60-report-delivering-poverty-law-services.pdf

McEown, C. Civil Legal Needs Research Report, Vancouver: Law Foundation of BC, 2009. 
http://www.lawfoundationbc.org/files/Civil%20Legal%20Needs%20Research%20FINAL.pdf. 

National Legal Aid. Economic Value of Legal Aid: Analysis in Relation to Commonwealth 
Funded Matters with a Focus on Family Law. Melbourne, Australia: PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
2009. http://www.legalaidact.org.au/pdf/economic_value_of_legalaid.pdf

Reid, G. with Jackson, D. and McEown, C. Clicklaw and Beyond: Public Legal Education 
and Information Materials in BC. Vancouver: Law Foundation of BC, 2009. http://www.
pleiportal.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/clicklaw-and-beyond-public-legal-education-
and-information-materials-in-bc.pdf 

Trebilcock, M. Report of the Legal Aid Review. Ontario: Ministry of the Attorney General, 
2008. http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/about/pubs/trebilcock/legal_aid_
report_ 2008_EN.pdf.
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